Winterfest

· Same policies we have had for the past 20 years – THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGES IN DANCE POLICY in terms of style of dance or type of music

· Professional DJ with double light & speaker package, large video screens

· Comes highly recommended by many high schools in the MAC conference

· All outside guests are screened before being allowed to attend

· Thus no incidence of fights or violence at dances in past 20 years

· Safety has never been an issue at SCHS dances due to proper supervision and control

· 100% of  the profits are used to benefit the ENTIRE student body, funds from Winterfest also help pay for: 

· Battle of the Crown Assembly

· Senior Mock Awards

· Senior Gifts & Flower

· Class of the Year Prizes

· End of the Year Dance (Luau) 

· If Winterfest loses money it places these traditional events in jeopardy, in other words some of them may have to be canceled due to a budget deficit

· The council has spent many years sponsoring events that try to include all students, that try to acknowledge and recognize the contributions of students in academics, the arts, and athletics.  We have a UNIQUE situation here, that we do try to be inclusive and we don’t just recognize boys football and boys basketball like many schools traditionally do.  

· Why, after all these years, would students want to support an event that is dividing out our student body into two different camps and only meets the needs of a select few? 

· The council has the responsibility of meeting the needs of ALL students.  For every complaint we get about not enough rap music, we get another student complaining about too much rap music.  For every student who cries about not be able to dance the way they want, we honestly get another student and/or parent complain about how uncomfortable other people’s dancing makes them.

· We have successfully sponsored over 200 dances the past 20 years (other schools in the area have done fewer than 50 at the same time) and feel we have been able to meet the needs of many different groups of students.

· Teachers and administration are giving up several hours of THEIR weekend and is simply NOT worth hassle to have monitor student behavior and dancing if it is inappropriate.  

· Dances are major issue nation wide, not just at SCHS.  Many schools are simply choosing to cancel dances or limit dances to homecoming and prom because they don’t want to fight the fight.  At SCHS we have continually tried to work with students to keep our dances appropriate and successful.  There IS and MUST be certain standards!  Schools were students insisted on ignoring efforts by staff to find a reasonable solution no longer have dances, we do NOT want that to happen here.  However, if students are not smart in the choices it is only a matter of time before the school board and administration put an end to dances.

