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What is RSVP?

· RSVP stands for Raising Student Voice and Participation. 

· It is a program involving four school-wide meetings where the students themselves can identify issues, plan a solution, and execute that plan.
Purpose and Objectives

· Purpose: Teach civic engagement through practice. 

· RSVP is a program to help teach students that their opinions matter, and they can make a change by actively participating in the community and government. 

· Objectives: Increase student involvement; Make changes in our school and community; Increase student interest in civic issues.

· We hope to get normally unengaged students to voice their opinions; we also hope to encourage students to vote and participate in other democratic processes.
How?

· The Summits will be held in an added hour.

· We will use the same room assignments we used for the Homecoming Spirit Hour.

· Each room will have one or two student facilitators, and teachers will remain in their rooms.
When?

· The four “summits” will take place during the rest of this semester.

· The action to fix the issue will take place during second semester.
What do I do?

· You are a RSVP Student Facilitator. 

· Your job is to run the four meetings with the student body. Your group will be between 20-30 students, your grade or younger.

· You will also be in charge of submitting your information after each meeting. The RSVP Leadership Team will then compile the information, and send you 
· back the new information.
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Tips for running a successful summit
· Have a positive attitude. If you do not act like it is important, why should your group?
· Be enthusiastic. This process is all about encouraging EVERYONE to participate. Being enthusiastic will help students feel comfortable speaking up.
· Be prepared. Look over your summit script the night before the summit. Your group will know if you’re not prepared.
· Show confidence. If your group believes in your confidence, they will respect you. 
· Speak clearly. Your group will not listen if they cannot understand what you are saying.
· Respect ALL ideas. This is one of the most important parts of your job. Even if you, personally, believe that an idea is dumb you still need to respect their idea. Do not be rude. Respond with a positive, encouraging attitude to EVERY idea. 
· Keep your opinions to yourself. Please remember that this program is geared towards the general student body. Your role is the leader, not a participant. You will have an opportunity to add your own input – so please don’t give your opinions during summits.
· Encourage conversation on ideas. At the appropriate time invite the group to discuss and elaborate ideas. 
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