NOTES FROM 2008 Freshmen Orientation

· Ask Suzi to place on the school and district web sites in advance; also maybe the district news letter

· Time of 1:00-4:00 worked very well 

· Had 205-210 out of 246 freshmen attend

· Set up 300 chairs

· ANDY gets very high ratings

· Drop the AP Classes Session – revisit topics

· Make up more specific classroom schedule accounting for only the hours that freshmen are in the room

· Arrange to have presenters arrive at 12:00 and meet

· Keep check in at 12:30; program begin at 1:00

· Arrange for lunch to arrive around 12:00

· Bigger & Bolder signs behind the speaker

· Cover bulleting boards and showcase prior to Frosh Orientation

· Some type of gift for freshmen – either their shirt or a pen, something

· We had approximately 80% 200 out of 246 attend

· We gave 7 – 7:30 minutes for each classroom session – appears 6:30-7:00 would be best

· A full 5-minutes between classes was plenty of time to get to their classes

· BETTER preparation for presenters

· NOT all six sessions of talking – may 2-3 sessions of ice breakers or mixers

· Cell phone use a problem with freshmen

· Small problem with NON freshmen attending the orientation

· Maybe check student schedules as they come in the room, so friends are NOT sticking together

· KEEP FRIENDS separated as presenters – NO switching around

· A Dry Run of the whole program that morning for presenters

· Get presentation materials to presenters much earlier – at least 1 week

· ATA Students – where to go when they have no classes

· Maybe use the trivia as a filler for sessions instead of a whole session

· More clear directions for trivia – use more as a question and answer

· Scavenger hunt – council members being where they need to be on time

· Make a series of MOCK SCHEDULES for students who don’t have a schedule yet or for ATA students in their 3 missing classes

