PARLIMENTARY PROCEDURE

ARTICLE 5: RULES FOR CONDUCTING MEETINGS

THE STUDENT COUNCIL SHALL FOLLOW THE BASIC PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED WITH ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER.  ALL MOTIONS ARE LIMITED TO 10 MINUTES, UNLESS A MOTION IS SUCCESSFULLY PASSED TO EXTEND DISCUSSION.  THE TYPES OF MOTIONS USED BY THE COUNCIL SHALL BE LIMITED TO SIX TYPES.

A. GENERAL MOTION:  (1) THE MOTION IS MADE; (2) THE MOTION IS SECONDED;  (3) THE PRESIDENT OPENS THE FLOOR FOR DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION, THE INDIVIDUAL WHO MADE THE MOTION HAS THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK;  (4) WHEN DISCUSSION HAS CEASED, THE PRESIDENT WILL CALL FOR A VERBAL VOTE OF YEAS AND NAYS; (5) IF A MAJORITY CAN BE DETERMINED THE PRESIDENT SHALL DECLARE THE OUTCOME, BUT IF THE PRESIDENT IS UNSURE OF THE OUTCOME - AN ACTUAL VOTE COUNT MUST BE TAKEN.

B. AMMENDING A MOTION:  (1) A MOTION IS MADE TO AMMEND THE MOTION & THE EXACT AMMENDMENT IS STATED; (2) THE MOTION IS SECONDED (3) THE PRESIDENT OPENS THE FLOOR FOR DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION, THE INDIVIDUAL WHO MADE THE MOTION HAS THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK, DISCUSSION IS LIMITED TO THE AMENDMENT;  (4) WHEN DISCUSSION HAS CEASED, THE PRESIDENT WILL CALL FOR A VERBAL VOTE OF YEAS AND NAYS ON THE MOTION TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL MOTION, THIS IS NOT A VOTE ON THE ORIGINAL MOTION; (5) IF A MAJORITY CAN BE DETERMINED THE PRESIDENT SHALL DECLARE THE OUTCOME, BUT IF THE PRESIDENT IS UNSURE OF THE OUTCOME - AN ACTUAL VOTE COUNT MUST BE TAKEN; (6) ONCE THE OUTCOME OF THE AMENDMENT IS DETERMINED, DICUSSION IS IMMEDIATELY RETURNED TO THE ORIGINAL MOTION AND ANY PASSED AMENDMENTS TO IT (7) A VOTE MUST STILL BE TAKEN TO PASS THE ORIGINAL MOTION FOR ANY PASSED AMENDMENTS TO TAKE EFFECT

C. CALL THE QUESTION:  (1) A MOTION IS MADE TO CALL THE QUESTION; (2) THE MOTION SECONDED; (3) AN IMMEDIATE VOTE IS TAKEN TO SEE IF THE COUNCIL WISHES TO CEASE DEBATE ON THE PREVIOUS MOTION;  (4) IF THIS MOTION PASSES BY 2/3’S, THE PRESIDENT CALLS FOR AN IMMEDIATE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS MOTION;  (5) IF THE MOTION FAILS, DISCUSSION RESUMES ON THE PREVIOUS MOTION.

D. REFER TO COMMITTEE:  (1) A MOTION IS MADE TO REFER THE MOTION TO A COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION;  (2) THE MOTION IS SECONDED;  (3) AN IMMEDIATE VOTE IS TAKEN;  (4) IF THIS MOTION PASSES BY 2/3’S, THE PRESIDENT ASSIGNS THE PREVIOUS MOTION TO AN APPROPRIATE COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION; (5) IF THE MOTION FAILS, DISCUSSION RESUMES ON THE PREVIOUS MOTION.

E. TABLE THE MOTION:  (1) A MOTION IS MADE TO END THE DISCUSSION ON THE PREVIOUS MOTION AND TABLE IT FOR DISCUSSION AT A FUTURE MEETING;  (2) THE MOTION IS SECONDED;  (3)  AN IMMEDIATE VOTE IS TAKEN;  (4) IF THIS MOTION PASSES BY 2/3’S, THE MOTION IS TABLED UNTIL THE NEXT BUSINESS MEETING; (5) IF THE MOTION FAILS, DISCUSSION RESUMES ON THE PREVIOUS MOTION.  

F. EXTEND DISCUSSION: (1) WHEN THE PARLIMENTARIAN CALLS FOR THE 10 MINUTE TIME LIMIT ANY MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL MAY MAKE AN IMMEDIATE MOTION TO EXTEND DISCUSSION A SPECIFIED AMOUNT OF TIME (2) THE MOTION IS SECONDED (3) THERE IS NO DISCUSSION ON THE MOTION AN IMMEDITATE VOTE IS TAKEN ON WHETHER TO EXTEND PAST THE 10 MINUTE RULE OR NOT (4) IF THE MOTION TO EXTEND DISCUSSION PASSES, DISCUSSION RESUMES ON THE ORIGINAL MOTION FOR THE NEW LENGTH OF TIME; (5) IF THE MOTION FAILS, DISCUSSION IS ENDED AND THE PRESIDENT CALLS FOR AN IMMEDIATE VOTE ON THE ORIGINAL MOTION.

