Tuesday, September 8, 2009
Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to 8th grade science.  I am committed to making this year a great one filled with quality education and positive experiences.  Students will be involved with hands on experiments, projects, and reports.  These activities are aimed at making students scientific thinkers and problem solvers.

Science 8 Curriculum

· MEAP Review Toolkit (Inquiry, Reflection, and Social Implications)



· Earth Systems (Overview, Energy in Earth Systems, Biogeochemical Cycles, Resources and Human Impacts on Systems)

· The Solid Earth (Advanced Rock Cycle, Interior of the Earth, Plate Tectonics Theory, Earthquakes and Volcanoes)

· The Fluid Earth (Hydrogeology, Oceans and Climate, Severe Weather)

· The Earth in Space and Time (Earth in Space, Sun, Stellar Evolution, Earth History and Geologic Time, Climate Change)

Supply List for Science

· RED Duo-tang folder with pockets and paper fasteners in the middle.  It should be labeled on the front with the following titles:

· First and last name

· Science 8  – Acre
· Hour

· Lined paper should be fastened to the middle of the duo-tang folder.

· Pencil case with the following items:

· 24 pack of pencils for the school year, 4 sharpened at all times

· Black, blue, and red pens

· Ruler, scissors, glue, tape, colored pencils (sharpened), thin black marker, crayons, white-out  (optional).

· Multicolored high lighters

· Novel or magazine

· This book must be kept with students at all times.  It will be used when work is completed.  It should be school appropriate.

Classroom Procedures

Textbooks 

Students are to check their assigned textbook for damage, then fill out, sign, and turn in a textbook assignment sheet.  Each student is responsible for returning his/her assigned textbook in the same condition at the end of the school year.  

Science Article Journal

Students will be assigned an article journal which will be graded at the conclusion of each week.  Students are required to maintain this journal despite absences.
Homework

Count on it every night!  Check the Homework Hotline, updated daily, located on my web page; just follow the teacher web pages link from the SCMS web page.   The daily agenda, homework, and due dates are available there.

Seating Charts

Students may be assigned seats according to a seating chart.  The seating chart is subject to change periodically.  Role is taken, daily, according to the seating chart; it is imperative that all students are in their assigned seat at the beginning of class.

Tardy  
Anyone who is not in the classroom when class is scheduled to begin is considered tardy.  Excessive tardiness will result in disciplinary action.  Further, any student not prepared for class with the proper materials will be allowed to get his/her materials, but will be marked tardy each time this occurs.

Homework and Class Assignments
The absentee calendar is at the back of the classroom; it has a surplus of materials and an assignment listing.  FOLLOWING AN ABSENCE, IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CHECK THE CALENDAR FOR MAKEUP WORK.  Students will be given two days, for every one EXCUSED absence, to complete missed assignments and must label the assignment with the word ABSENT before turning it in.  If a student fails to turn in absent work within the time allotted it will be considered late. All late assignments will be graded for ½ credit, only, and must be submitted no later than one week after the due date (or extended due date in the case of excused absences).  Homework Help Referrals will be issued to students who do not turn their work in on time.  This is part of the increasing responsibility of the eighth grader.
Extra Credit
Opportunities for extra credit will be offered, on occasion, to all students.  No individual extra credit will be given at any time.

Homework Organizers
Each student will be issued a homework organizer at the beginning of the school year.  School policy deems that homework organizers are to serve as a hall pass for all classes.  Students are expected to use the homework organizers, which maybe graded periodically.  They are an effective method for students to keep track of homework and learning, as well as a communication tool between home and school for parents and teachers.  

Grading Scale


B+     87-89

C+     77-79

D+     67-69

A      93-100

B       83-86

C       73-76

D       63-66

E   0-59          

A-     90-92

B-      80-82

C-      70-72

D-      60-62 



Classroom Rules

1. When the teacher is giving instruction or when your classmates are speaking, you are to be quiet and listen.

2. Raise your hand and wait to be called upon if you have something to say.

3. Be prepared at the beginning of class with the appropriate materials.

4. Stay in your assigned seat unless otherwise instructed.

5. The teacher will dismiss the class at the end of the hour.

6. Exercise self-control so as not to interrupt or interfere with your or another’s education.

7. Gum and pop are not permitted in the classroom; however healthy snacks and water, for as    

      long as students pick up after themselves, are allowed.

Failure to abide by these rules will result in disciplinary action.  I feel that these guidelines, along with the rules of the school, will help maintain a positive and healthy learning environment for all students.  My goal is to prepare my students for the rigors and rewards of high school.  Please place these guidelines somewhere for easy reference and review.  
I prefer communicating with parents by email; it is the most efficient method when I need to reach you quickly.  If you use your email regularly, please send me an email, with your child’s name as the subject, so I can add your address to my book.  Should I need to contact you at any time throughout the school year email will be the method of my first attempt, if I have your address.  Incidentally, you can reach me best by email as I check my email several times a day, most days.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call me at school at (810- 676-1846) or e-mail me at aacre@ecsd.us.  I am looking forward to meeting you at the open house on September 15, and having a wonderful school year with your child.

Sincerely,

Amy C. Acre

Science Teacher 

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PORTION, ONLY.

THIS IS A 10-POINT HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT – DUE TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2009.

I have read the attached letter with my son/daughter, _________________________________.

Parent Signature ______________________

Date ______________

Student Signature _____________________

Date ______________ 
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